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to say that men between the ages of twenty and
twenty-six were fighting for the cause under
compulsion.
Their first successes had only prepared the way
for them to draw on the resources which ultimately
established their superior strength. These were,
first, international credit and foreign support,
second, the army in Africa, The speed with which
the latter could be brought into play now became.
the all-important factor.
The news reaching Franco in Africa during the
first few days after his arrival was far from encourag-
ing. Those around him were inclined to take a
pessimistic view, But Franco himself was only
spurred by adversity to redouble his efforts.
He had proved his ingenuity by his system of air
transport, but even a large fleet of aeroplanes
working at full pressure, was but a poor substitute
for a naval convoy. The problem might seem
insoluble, but Franco set himself to solve it.
Fortunately for him the Government played into
his hands by making an error of judgment. They
wished to maintain a permanent patrol of the coast
As there was no Spanish port in their control
offering a convenient base, they took the very
" obvious course of sending their ships for daily
supplies to the international port of Tangier. They
naturally assumed that as the officially recognised
Government of Spain their efforts to crush internal